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88 Research Institutes distributed all 
over the national territory

7 Thematic Departments

 Earth and Environment
 Bio and Agri–food
 Biomedical sciences
 Engineering, ICT, Energy, Transport 
 Human sciences and cultural heritage
 Chemistry and materials technology
 Physics and matter

 Research Performing Organisation 

Wide and full range of scientific areas   

CNR Mission 



The National Research 
Council of Italy (CNR)

1923 - 2023 

Inauguration of CNR Headquarters (21/11/1937)



The National Research Council of 
Italy (CNR)

1923 - 2023 

Inauguration of CNR Headquarters (21/11/1937)

10 key words interrogating science 
and the future of the planet: 

Cultural Heritage, Life Sciences,  
Ecologic Transition, Digital Transition, 

Clean Energy, Sustainability, Biodiversity, 
Circular Economy,  Peace and Science 

Diplomacy, One Health



CNR 
International 
cooperation



  
Multidisciplinary 

Research Station in 
Arctic “Dirigible 

Italia”

Antarctica Station 
Mario Zucchelli

CNR Permanent Research Bases 
on the two Poles   

Antarctica Station 
Concordia

National Research 
Programme on 

Arctic



BILATERAL AGREEMENTS & MEMORANDA OF UNDERSTANDING 

51 Bilateral Agreements with 37 Countries
87 Memoranda of Understanding with 42 Countries
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CNR - MoES - Ministry of Education and Sport of the Republic of ALBANIA
(Biennium 2023 – 2024: 10 Projects, 2.500,00 Euro per year)

CNR - MESI - Ministry of Education, Science and Innovation of MONTENEGRO
 OPEN CALL!

CNR - BIOSENSE - BioSense, Research and Development Institute for IT in biosystems 
SERBIA

(Biennium 2024 – 2025, 2 Projects, 5.000,00 Euro per year)

CNR - IVI - The Institute for Artificial Intelligence Research and Development of SERBIA
(Biennium 2024 – 2025: 3 projects, 5.000,00 Euro per year)

CNR - JSI - Jozef Stefan Institute – SLOVENIA 
(Biennium 2024 – 2025: 5 Projects, 6.000,00 Euro per year)

CNR S&T BILATERAL AGREEMENTS



Thematic areas of cooperation: 

 Sustainable agriculture and food value chain;
 Energy and sustainable environment;
 Natural disaster risk management;
 Cultural Heritage;
 Marine sciences and marine biology.

Bilateral Agreement
CNR – MESI: Ministry of Education, Science and Innovation of 

MONTENEGRO

Deadline: 12 June 2025 
Biennium 2026 – 2027:   8 Projects – 5.000,00 Euro per year 

Website: https://www.cnr.it/it/accordi-bilaterali



CNR Short Term Mobility Programme - (STM)       

Short Term Mobility (STM) Programme for Italian researchers to 
carry out research activities in cooperation with foreign Universities 
and Research Institutions of clear international standing

It also enables highly qualified foreign researchers to be invited to 
carry out research in cooperation with Cnr Institutes

Cnr finances short - term stays of 21 days of Italian researchers and 
10 days for foreign researchers engaged in international research 
projects of mutual interest

Bottom up 
research 

proposals 

Annual joint 
calls Year 2024 70 Grants over 206 

applications 
43 Italian researchers  
14 Foreign 
researchers
13 Israeli researchers 

https://www.cnr.it/en/bando-STM



3 in France 11 in USA 3 in 
Canada 3 in Spain 2 in 

Germany
3 in 

Holland

1 in Brazil 1 in 
Finland 4 in UK 1 in Israel 1 in Czech 

Republic
2 in 

Australia

3 in Japan 1 in 
Austria

1 in 
Argentina 1 in Korea 1 in 

Belgium
1 in 

Switzerland 

CNR - Short Term Mobility Programme – YEAR 2024

Italian Researchers moving in the following Countries 

CNR - Short Term Mobility Programme – YEAR 2024

43 Italian Researchers moving in the following Countries



CNR - Short Term Mobility Programme – YEAR 2024
14 Foreign Researchers moving to CNR from the following Countries,
plus 13 Israeli researchers 

7 from USA 1 from 
Germany

2 from 
Argentina

1 from 
Ireland

1 from Czech 
Republic

2 from 
France

13 from 
Israel

Equity in Research 

Equal Rights 
Social Justice 



CNR International Joint Laboratories

CNR funds:
20.000/50.000 Euro 
per year per Lab

Set up between CNR and researchers from research and 
academic Institutions in foreign countries

Open to participation from other Institutions, including private 
italian and foreign enterprises, with their own staff and/or own 
funds

 Year 2024 -    Two International Joint Laboratories 
                        Thematic area: Chemical Sciences

                  (three-year period 2024-2026) 
         Research Areas: 1. Green Chemistry and Sustainability;
                                       2. Chemistry Materials for Energy.
          Year 2025 - Thematic area: Bio-agrifood
                                        (three year duration: 2026-2028) 
                               Deadline for applications: September 2025

CNR funds:
30.000/50.000 Euro per 
year per Lab

International Joint Laboratories 

 3 year duration

https:www.cnr.it/it/labo
ratori-congiunti



CNR and 
Science 

Diplomacy 

  New Frontiers in Science Diplomacy, The Royal Society and AAAS (2010) 

 Science Diplomacy in an Era of Disruption, The Royal Society and AAAS (2025)

 A European Framework for Science Diplomacy (2025)

 UNESCO Global Ministerial Dialogue on Science Diplomacy, (25 – 26 March 2025)
     as part of the International Decade of Sciences for Sustainable Development (2024 -2033) 

https://www.un-sciences-decade.org/


Western Balkans Process

Western Balkans Joint 
Science Conference

Berlin
30 September – 1 October  

2024



THANK YOU francesca.tolve@cnr.it
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